TOPAZ COCKERS

6 Fletcher Place * Madison, NJ 07940

(973) 845-2748 * Bonbritany@aol.com

Puppy Care 

This is the format of the Puppy Care Recommendation Sheet that leaves with each of my puppies. I offer it here as a guideline for cocker puppy families - Debi

SECTION I
DESCRIPTION

VARIETY



___Parti___ _____     _   ____  

SEX:





DATE WHELPED:




COLOR:





SIRE:





SIRE'S NUMBERS



DAM:





DAM’S NUMBERS



PUPPY’S REGISTERED NAME/NUMBER:

PUPPY’S CALL NAME:                              
MICROCHIP/VACCINATIONS/SPAYING/NEUTERING: 

Your puppy has not yet been implanted with a microchip.  When you have it microchipped, you should register with AKC and list yourself as primary contact and keep my name/address/phone number as alternate contact.  I have given you a copy of the vaccinations the pup has had so far and a health certificate.   The next dates for vaccinations should be _______________ and then four weeks from that date for the next shot.  Do not give the rabies vaccine or spay/neuter before the pup is 6 months old. The Cocker Spaniel Club of NJ has a yearly eye/microchip event which I organize. If you attend that (it's the first Sat in April - I will send you info on it as the date gets closer) I will pay for microchipping and first eye exam for the pup. I recommend yearly eye exams and would appreciate results to keep for my breeding program. I will send notices each year about this clinic as long as I am running it.
FOOD/DIET:

The pups have been eating Back to Basics chicken Formula (www.beowulfs.com) food since they were weaned.  A starter packet is included in your puppy care kit.  They are getting three meals a day and rule of thumb is to let them have whatever they will eat in 10 minutes.  They should have three meals a day until they are six months old and then go to two meals a day.  I feed it dry, sprinkled with NUPRO supplement (per instructions on container), and with a little water added. Water is always available at mealtimes and when they are outside of their crates.  As the puppy grows, his needs will change and you should increase the quantity offered according to his size and vet recommendations.  DO NOT OVERFEED.  A good measure of whether or not the pup is getting enough food is to check if you can feel his ribs. You WANT to feel the rib cage and spine, but they should not be overly pronounced.  If you cannot feel the ribs of spine at all, the pup is probably too fat and his diet should be reduced accordingly.  Back to Basics food is good for all stages of life from puppy to senior so you shouldn’t need to switch but if you do switch, please be aware that Back to Basics is a very natural food and their digestive systems aren't used to harsher foods and they may experience diarrhea.  Adults usually eat about 1-1/2 cups of food per day…again, split between two meals.  Do not regularly feed table scraps, supermarket dog food or canned dog food.  Raw broccoli, zucchini, and cooked yams are nice supplements to the dogs diet on occasion.  I use ZUKE'S mini natural treats and Paul Newman’s Organic cheese treats for training.  Both are sold online www.zukes.com or through www.waggintails.com. Some health food stores are also carrying these brands.

TOYS/PLAY:

Your puppy needs daily exercise, play and socialization. What this means is he/she must get a chance to interact with you, the family, and new people every day. For the first seven months of its life, the puppy should meet 7 people and go 7 new places every 7 days. That’s a lot to expect but it’s something to strive for to have a well balanced, loving pet.  Good quality plush toys are great – just watch to replace them when the 

stuffing starts coming out.  Latex “squeaky” toys are better than vinyl for longevity and safety.  Tennis balls or Cressite balls are very good.  Nylabones or Made-in-USA Rawhide bones can be given but ONLY under supervision. Great prices and selection on toys can be found at www.petedge.com.   No tug-of-war games and children should be taught not to run and have the puppy chase them to avoid nips.  Puppy Kindergarten is a great place to begin training and for supervised play.  I highly recommend it and will help you locate a good training facility.  

CRATING:

Crate training is strongly recommended.  A crate training booklet is included in your puppy care kit. The pup is used to sleeping in a crate and enjoys his “quiet time” in his “den”.  The pup is now fed in the crate, rests after eating, sleeps and travels in the crate so is used to this lifestyle. It is also a great spot for him to stay, with a toy, bone and mat, when you cannot keep an eye on him at all times for his safety and your peace of mind.

GROOMING/COAT CARE:

Brush daily for a few minutes using a pin brush, with the pup in your lap.  The pups are used to this and look forward to it.  Bathe no more than twice a month using a good quality shampoo and conditioner.  They have been bathed with Fluffy Puppy shampoo by BioGroom. I like Mycodex III with pyrethrins as they get older to repel ticks and fleas.  I am not a fan of Frontline or other topical anti-tick or anti-flea products. The shampoo is a big help.  Be sure to get all the soap/conditioner out of the coat with good rinsing.  Using your hand blow dryer while brushing out the coat gives you a nice straight coat.  AS A PUPPY, I suggest that he/she be clippered every 3-4 weeks…NOT because he/she needs it, necessarily, but to accustom him/her to grooming.  You can just use a clipper near her face to keep her aware of the noise if you can't use the clipper.  That is the schedule the pup has been on since weaning.  Once the pup is grown, a grooming approximately every 6 weeks should suffice.

NAILS/EAR CARE:

Don’t wait until you have a problem. BE DILIGENT!! Cocker Spaniels are known for their chronic ear problems. This is because those floppy ears don’t allow the ear canal to dry, and it becomes a breeding ground for all types of parasitic, bacterial or fungal ills.  PREVENTIVE CARE is the most effective way to avoid trouble.  Every week, and especially before putting the pup in the tub, squirt a quality, natural earwash (many people use R7) into the ears and gently rub.  Let the pup shake his/her head during her bath. After the bath, gently swab out the ears with vinegar. (NOTE: DO NOT USE ALCOHOL IF THERE ARE OBVIOUS SORES OR OOZING. SEE YOUR VETERINARIAN IMMEDIATELY).  Clip the tips of the nails every week to 10 days as a regular part of the clean-up ritual also and they’ll always stay nice and short.  A good rule of thumb for nail length is that the nail tips should be about 1/8-1/4 inch above the surface when the dog is standing flat.

GENERAL:

Here are a few good books you may enjoy reading to learn more about puppy care, in general, and your cocker in particular:

1. The World of the Cocker Spaniel by Lloyd Alton and Bill Gorodner

2. Mother Knows Best, the Natural Way to Train Your Dog by Carole Lea Benjamin

3. Ask me for others as you go along…I have quite a list ;-)

4. How to Raise a Puppy You Can Live With by Clarice Rutherford and David H.Neil (included in your puppy care kit from me)
Some magazines about dog care and training include DOGFANCY, DOGWORLD, and the AKC Gazette.  A website with info on training in obedience and agility is www.dogpatch.org. Another website with good information on training, socialization and other dog-related articles is http://www.inch.com/~dogs/
THE MOST IMPORTANT THING YOU CAN DO FOR YOU NEW PUPPY IS TO LOVE IT, TRAIN IT, AND BE ITS BEST FRIEND…LET IT STAND ON ITS OWN FOUR PAWS – DON’T BABY IT OR CARRY IT AROUND.  IT WILL REWARD YOU A THOUSAND TIMES OVER FOR THE TIME AND ENERGY YOU GIVE IT. My vet is Dr. Kurt Blaicher 908-756-1488 if you need any additional information. I HIGHLY recommend him and his office for your pup's future care.

GOOD LUCK, HAVE FUN, AND PLEASE KEEP IN TOUCH TO LET US KNOW HOW YOU’RE DOING!

_________________
_________________

SELLER'S INITIALS
BUYER'S INITIALS
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